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 Often times, agents do not know how a client’s medical history 

will affect their underwriting outcome. The weight of family 

history varies from carrier to carrier, however, there are some 

general guidelines that will aid you in collecting relevant 

information from your clients while attempting to determine a 

reasonable underwriting class to quote. 

   

 The diseases and/or causes of death in a client’s family that 

most carriers are concerned about are Cancer, 

Cardiovascular or Cerebrovascular disease, Diabetes, 

Kidney disease, Alzheimer’s, and Parkinson’s. 

 

 If the client is age 60 or greater, and does not have these 

diseases present, most carriers are no longer concerned 

with family history. 
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 A family history of gender specific diseases, such as breast 

cancer or prostate cancer, are not an issue if the client is of 

the opposite sex. 

 

 Many times, two or more family members need to have the 

same disease for it to be considered familial. 

 

 Disease that has onset in the family after age 60 is typically 

not a consideration in underwriting (i.e. both parents 

developed type 2 diabetes in their mid-60’s). 

   

 As with all underwriting, the more information you collect, the 

more accurate we can be when delivering a quote. Please 

contact us with any family history underwriting questions you 

may have and we’ll be happy to help you and your client find 

the carrier that will most suit their needs. 

 

 

 

 

  Call us for a quote! 

1-800-492-9190       www.bordenhamman.com
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